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The first reading of this 27th 

Sunday in ordinary times 

makes the case for what 

marriage is all about, and 

how God intended it to be. 

“It is not good for the man to 

be alone. 

I will make a suitable 

partner for him”, says the Lord. Notice that Eve 

was not taken from Adam’s feet, and so she was 

not created to be his slave. She was not taken 

from Adam’s head, and so she was not created 

to be his boss. She was taken from Adam’s side, 

and so she was created to be his partner. What 

joy Adam must have felt when he woke up and 

saw this fellow human. He knew, immediately, 

that: (a) they were created for each other, “This, 

at last, is the bone of my bone and the flesh of 

my flesh”—created to be companions, partners, 

friends, etc.; (b) that they were created different 

from each other, “This one shall be called 

‘woman’”—difference in gender, gifts, talents, 

and abilities; and (c) that they were created to 

be given to each other, “And the two shall 

become one flesh—to share life, procreate, and 

find fulfilment in each other. Put all these 

together and we can see why Scriptures says, 

“Therefore, a man must leave father and mother 

and cleave to his wife, and the two shall  

become one flesh” [weave]. Leave, cleave, and 

weave—the secrets to marital success.   

Leave—Scripture says that a couple’s first and 

foremost priority, over and above parents, 

children, siblings, career, and friends, is their 

relationship. Nothing comes before it or 

between it. So, the first consideration in every 

decision or action must be your spouse 

otherwise, that decision or action is, 

intrinsically, faulted and wrong. Yes, a couple 

will love and care for parents, children, and 

friends, but their marriage must be first and 

foremost. 

Cleave or Cling—a couple must also cleave to 

each other. In the original text, the word, 

“cleave or cling” means “to adhere firmly, to be 

strongly attached, never to let go”. So, a couple 

 

should never allow anyone or anything to 

separate or divide them against themselves, and 

they must do so with a consistent, persistent, and 

unyielding spirit. I know that this is difficult to 

accept, especially where problems already 

exist, but this is the real deal. It is only when a 

couple can “leave and cleave” are they able to 

develop an appropriate relationship with others 

and the world.  

Weave—beyond “leaving” and “cleaving”, a 

couple must also be “weaving”, for Scripture 

says, “And the two shall become one flesh”. This 

involves the joy of knowing and being known, of 

loving and being love, of sharing and being 

shared, and of giving and being given.  For this 

to happen, a couple’s relationship, according to 

Ephesians 5:19ff, must be sacrificial—ready to 

lay down life for each other; sanctifying—doing 

whatever it takes to make each other the best he 

or she can be; satisfying—spicing it up and 

creating joyful memories for and with each 

other; sacramental—keeping God and Church at 

the center of things; forgiving—letting go of 

wrongs and hurts, with the full knowledge that 

you are not perfect either. There is no saint 

without a past and there is no sinner without a 

future.  

So, “Leaving, cleaving, and weaving” is the way 

God intended marriage to be. Yes, it is easier 

said than done, but it is the real “McCoy”. We 

must always remember that all things are 

possible for those who believe. I can, is not an 

emotion; it is a decision. We just need to know 

that holding unto hurts, not sacrificing for each 

other, not edifying each other, not creating 

joyful moments and memories, and keeping God 

by the wayside only serves to destroy a 

marriage and cause sadness for those in it. It is 

never too late to start all over and do it right. 

 

 

Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu 

And The Two Shall Become One: The Mathematics of Marriage 



 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
In order for us to stay in the GREEN, it is  
important that we meet our weekly budget collections 
and SOS. Please let uscontinue to support the weekly 
Sunday collection so that we can achieve our goals of 
balancing the budget going forward. 
 
Thank you for your support of the parish and your 
continued generosity.                     

     Msgr. Anselm 

“Give and gifts will be given to you … 

the measure with which you measure will in turn be  

measured out to you.” Luke 6:38 
 

COLLECTION & SOS 
 

     NEEDED     ACTUAL     OVER/UNDER  

     WEEKLY WEEKLY        

SEPTEMBER 
Week 1      $   7,307 $  7,050  $   257     

Week 2      $   7,307 $  8,100  $   793 

Week 3      $   7,307 $  7,413  $   106 

Week 4         $   7,307 $  8,327  $1,020  

Week 5      $   7,307   $  8,485  $1,178 

 

Monthly SOS     $10,040 $10,813  $   773 

   

 

S t e w a r d s h i p  of Treasure 

Dear Parishioners,

Our 2024 USAN campaign was again a great 
success, thanks to your sacrifices, fearless dedi-
cation, self
ment to this Church, as you believe that God 
will bless our efforts, come through for us, and 
grant us success, and He did. 

We thank you again, and you remain very 
blessed in the Lord. Be assured that the Good 
Lord will reward you abundantly.
 
Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu
Pastor

OCTOBER EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
 

Wednesday, October 2, 2024, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Charismatic Renewal Group Prayer Meeting, Lower Church 

 

Wednesdays, October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2024, 7:30 -8:30 pm 

Marian Devotion: Rosary and Adoration, Upper Church 

 
Friday, October 4, 20204 at 6:30 pm  

First Friday Mass and Adoration, Upper Church 

 
Sunday, October 6, 2024, 7:00 -8:30 pm  

First Sunday Adoration, Upper Church 

 

Thursday, October10, 2024, 7:00 – 8:30 pm  

Mind and Spirit Ministry presents Grief and Loss, 

Lower Church 

 

Friday, October 11, 2024, 8:30 am to 12:00 mn 

Annual Rosary Congress and Adoration 

Upper Church 

 

Saturday, October 12, 2024, 12 noon 

Pray the Rosary for America, Church Plaza 

 

Saturday, October 19, 2024, 11:00 am 

Healing Mass, Lower Church 

 

Sunday, October 20, 2024, after all Masses 

Dedication of Kelly Street to Phil Matrale after 12:00 noon Mass 

Fellowship Sunday celebrating Priesthood Sunday (LC) 

ST. MICHAEL’S FEAST 

The parish family of St. Michael’s Church and the many 

volunteers of the Social Events Committee and its sub-

committees namely G.I.F.T. (Grown in Faith) team, FAC 

(Family Activities Committee), Coffee and Fellowship 

Sunday Team would like to thank everyone who sup-

ported and participated in our events despite the chal-

lenges with the weather conditions. 

We gratefully acknowledge the members of our choir 

and the adoration band for the many hours of prepara-

tion in putting together a beautiful musical concert for 

the church community. 

A very special thank you to Rey and Jonelle Seide for 

the very tedious task of beautifully and elegant setting 

up the Phil Matrale Hall (LC) for the dinner and fellow-

ship after the concert. Most importantly, for freely feed-

ing everyone with a sumptuous dinner. On behalf of the 

church community, we immensely thank you for your 

selfless dedication and generosity! 

As I recall our past weekend’s events, I am overjoyed 

and I thank God for the outpouring of support and help 

from many volunteers who wholeheartedly offered their 

time and ensured the success to our events. From sell-

ing dinner/cruise tickets, giving out ice cream, helping 

kids get on the ride during the festival, serving at the 

dinner and many more … no job is too small. Thank 

you, thank you! 

Lastly to our CYO team and leaders, we thank you so 

much for all your assistance. 

May God continue to shower you and your family with 

His blessings! 

Msgr. Anselm I. Nwaorgu 



 

 

PRAYERS OF HEALING FOR 
Grace Fortino, Dolores Rust, Lucy Nwauku, Judy Reid, Jeff 

Pogorzelski, Virginia Attanasio, Mary Leeman, Marie Esposito, 

Jose M. DeJesus, Shirley Dobard, Joyce Toth, Maria Ferrara, Alex 

Pretto, Paulo Goncalves, Frances Machado, Antoinette Agriloo, 

James Scholz, Michael Nworu, Victoria Nworu, June Musa, 

Marivic del Rosario, Theresa Ojeawere, Kathy Chavez, John 

McEvoy, Sofia Teixeira, Carlos Dacruz, Anthony Staynings, 

Socorro Dagat, Peter & Cathy Fortunato, Anna Lepski, Nicole 

Ferlo, Therese Ferlo, Dolly Kramer, Junita Ottenstroer, Baby 

Sophia Alfano, John Dittemer, Pat Wittek, Sal Dovi, Kathy 

Doherty, Mary Ann Flynn, Roger Swadish, Jaime DeLeon, Angela 

& Doug Heinzer, Leonard Stfalk, Sophia Zamudio, Anthony 

Stayning, Aida Polanco, Fr. Chuck McDermott, Remedios 

Mendoza, Bellevina Alexandre, Thomas McGarvey, Maria 

Ferrara, Barbara Donato, Kevin Kinsella, Connie Emery 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SATURDAY  October 5 
8:30 am    Novena of Masses, Rosario Vibar 
5:30 pm Dwight Uymasuy, Janice Jones 
    
SUNDAY  October 6 
7:30 am       For the Parishioners 
  Barbara Dybas 
9:00 am       Pablo & Rosario Aurea Galgo 
  Lucilia Silva Sousa Araujo 
  Cecilia Castro 
10:30 am Ubaldo Fuentes 
  Erika Cabanilla (Living)-Birthday 
12:00 noon Madeleine Relano Roxas 
 Deceased Members of C. Magalhaes Family 
William & Carmen Robles (Living)-50th Wedding Ann. 
 
MONDAY   October 7 
8:30 am Socorro Dagat (Living) 
12:00 noon Manuel De Oliveira 
 
TUESDAY   October 8 
8:30 am Ana Weiss, Novena of Masses 
12:00 noon Jennifer Rumohr (34th Ann.) 
 
WEDNESDAY   October 9 
8:30 am Roger Boetsch 
12:00 noon Emelia Rumohr 
  Rosa Mugavero & Antonino Mugavero 
 
THURSDAY  October 10 
8:30 am Mae Villorente (Living)-Birthday 
  Wenifredo B. Simbulan 
12:00 noon All Souls in Purgatory 
  Randall S. Harris 
    
FRIDAY  October 11 
8:30 am Yohan Cepe (Living)-Birthday 
12:00 noon Novena of Masses 
  Fedor & Wilma Calixte 
 
SATURDAY  October 12 
8:30 am      Juan Antonio Ezpeleta (Living)-Thanksgving 
  Nordick Anthony Garcia, Judy Cantalupo 
5:30 pm Ana Weiss, Lucille & Jose Arnaldo 
 
SUNDAY        October 12 
7:30 am       For the Parishioners 
      Natasha Bonadie (Living) & Etienne Douyon (Living) 
9:00 am       Jose Fernando Llanes 
  Edgardo V. Belino, Virgilio Cruz 
10:30 am Alejandro Cruz 
  Barbara Sousa (4th month ann.) 
12:00 noon Cresencia Mayucga (40th Day) 
  Isabel E. Marques da Silva 
   
ALTAR OFFERINGS  
The Altar Bread and Altar Wine for All St. Michael’s Pa-

rishioners. 

The Sanctuary Lamp is offered for Lucy Scalgione 

(Living), Family and Friends. 

DECEASED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
Please remember in your prayers our parish, friends and family 

members who have passed on to the Lord, that they may  

inherit the promise of everlasting life in heaven.   

Especially 

Annmarie Martin 

M a s s  I n t e n t i o n s  & Novenas

Prayer to ST. MICHAEL

St.  Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness and 

snares of the devil.  May God rebuke  him, we 

humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the 

heavenly hosts, by the power of God, cast into 

hell Satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl 

about the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.  

 NOVENA OF MASSES 
O C T O B E R  2 0 2 4  

 

Jose & Lucille Arnaldo  Phil Matrale 

James Ford, Sr.  Jean Ford 

Mary & Idolo Russomano Abe Maksom  

Pierre & Rubinetti Families Fritz Maddy 

Frank & Helen Rubinetti George Rinehart, Jr. 

Edsel Rosel   Paulino Cruz 

Cora Carlos (Living)  Deogracias Javier 

Cleranice Royal   

Rosemisia Royal 

Rosemita Royal  

Abigaelle Boulin (Living)-Birthday 

Living & Deceased Members of Maddy &  

 Boulin Family 

Peter & Rebecca Aguh (Living) 

Jeff Pogorzelski (Living)-Healing 

Michellene & Joseph Kmetz  

George Sr., Ruth & Barbara Rinehart  

Manuel Pereira Aarujo & Lucilia Silva Sousa Araujo 

Patsy Scalgione & Deceased Family Members 

Living & Deceased Members of the Orlando,  

 Landolfi, Siciliano & LaManna Families 

Living & Deceased Members of Santoriello Family 

Living Members of Dittemer & Sliva Families 

 

2025 MASS BOOK IS OPEN  

Please stop by the Parish Center (1211 Orange Ave.) to 

book your Mass Intentions  The Parish Office is open 

Monday to Friday, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 



 

 

CYO YOUTH MINISTRY 
 
Our CYO meetings is be held every Tuesday, in the Phil 
Matrale Hall from 7:00pm-8:15pm. All high school aged 
teens are welcome to attend! All meetings going forward will 
be on Tuesday nights. 
 
Confirmation Registration for the 2024-2025 year will be 
closing soon. Please make sure to contact the Youth Ministry 
Office at 908-688-1232 ext. 3 or email us at 
cyounionnj@gmail.com if you have not yet registered your 
child or would like additional information. In order to be 
confirmed this year, your child must have received the 
sacraments of baptism and communion, completed either 
religious education classes up until 8th grade or attended a 
Catholic Grammar School, and lastly, they must be in high 
school. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
The Religious Education Office is open Monday 
through Thursday 9:30AM to 2:30PM (except holidays) 
or by appointment. We are located in the Parish Center 
at 1211 Orange Avenue. You can also contact us by 
phone 908-964-0965 at any time and leave a message 
or via email at smreligiouseducation@gmail.com  

 
Religious Ed. Is looking for:  

Hall monitors – volunteers  
Catechists – who faith is so strong and would like 
to pass it on to our younger generation  
Catechists Aides 
Sub-Catechist  
Bakers  
 
All who are willing to help our community please go to 
our website and submit a volunteer application and 
send an email to the Religious Education Department to 
smreligiouseducation@gmail.com  

M i n i s t r y  Happenings

CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PRAYER GROUP 
 

 
COME AND EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF THE  
HOLY  SPIRIT PERSONALLY WITH ST. MICHAEL'S PAR-
ISH Catholic Charismatic Renewal Prayer Group 
 
DAY: Wednesday         
TIME: 6 PM-7:30 PM 
VENUE: Murphy Room, Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

WELLNESS MINISTRY

(FREE) DANCE/EXERCISE/SELF DEFENSE Class 
 For the Family 

Saturdays 9:30—10:00 am  
Phil Matrale Hall (LC) 

 
 
 

MILLENNIALS WITH CHRIST (MWC) 
 
MILLENNIALS WITH CHRIST (MWC) The second meeting 
was filled with great conversation, fun, and of course the Holy 
Spirit. Our discussion centered around what our spiritual walk 
with God might look like and the ways we sustain it. The main 
takeaway was that everyone’s journey with Christ might look 
different, but we share the same pur-
pose of growing and becoming more 
connected with God. Your spiritual 
walk may include some difficult mo-
ments, but know God is with you 
every step of the way. We invite pa-
rishioners from all cultures between 
the ages of 25-40 to grow in fellow-
ship and faith with us. Millennials 
with Christ aims to encourage others 
to be soldiers for Christ in a way that 
resonates with our generation be-
cause we are trying to draw people 
within our age range into the Catholic 
Church since so many of our peers 

HANDS OF GRACE (HUGS) 
Please consider making donations to the Ministry. We are con-
stantly in need of clothing, sanitary and feeding items for chil-
dren (New born to Age 5) and for mothers.  
 
Please call Bisi Longe (908)247-4461 or Tania Massicot 
(973) 420-8659 for a comprehensive list of items needed.   
All items must be NEW. 
Please note that donations can also be made online on a one-

time or recurring basis, on the parish website at  

RCIA PROGRAM 
Deacon Michael Alfano RCIA classes are every 

Saturday morning  in the Phil Matrale Hall (LC) - 

Murphy Room at 10:30 am. Please contact Deacon 

Michael at michaeljalfano@aol.com if you want 

to learn more about the program. 

mailto:cyounionnj@gmail.com
mailto:smreligiouseducation@gmail.com
mailto:smreligiouseducation@gmail.com


 

 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s  

ST. MICHAEL FEAST CELEBRATION 

SEPTEMBER 27, 28, 29, 2024 

 

 

OCTOBER IS THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY 
 

LET US PRAY TO THE  
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  

For our families, our country and the world 
 

Join us in praying the Rosary 
 

Annual Rosary Congress and Adoration, October 11, 2024 
from 8:30 am to 12:00 midnight, Upper Church 

 
Pray the Rosary for America Public Square Rosary       

Crusade, October 12, 2024, Church Plaza 
 

Daily recitation of the Rosary at 8:00 am, Upper Church 
 

Weekly virtual recitation of the Rosary, Mondays at 7:00 pm 
GoToMeeting 

 
Weekly Marian devotion, Wednesdays at 7:30 pm, Upper 

Church 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
BUS TRIPS 

Monday, October 21, 2024 - Bus trip to Wind Creek 

Casino. Bus leaves parking lot at 9:30 am. Cost is $35 

with a $25 slot play return. WAIT LIST ONLY. 

Tuesday, April 1, 2025— Join us for the 30th Anniver-
sary show of Noah at Sight and Sound. Luncheon buf-
fet will be at the newly built Hershey Farms restaurant. 
Cost for the trip & lunch is $170. Reservations are need-
ed but payment will not be required till 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 

 DEDICATION TO PHIL MATRALE 

Union Township will be dedicating Kelly 

Street to Phil Matrale on Sunday, October 

20th after the 12:00 noon Mass. Phil has 

served the young people of Union for over 30 

years as St. Michael’s Church Youth Minster. 

He touch the lives of teens and their parents 

as well. Please come out and celebrate Phil. 
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